AFTER   EVEREST
their turn for weeks. A rough look round the country
indicated to me how few and far between were the places
where a patient in need of major surgery could be
adequately treated. There were, of course, even fewer
such places then than there are to-day, but even at the
present time, for each million of people in the south of
India there is less than one hospital where surgical opera-
tions are adequately performed, and in some cases these
hospitals are but poorly equipped and their work is deficient
both in quality and quantity. The unhealed disease and
unrelieved suffering in India are even now so colossal as to
defy imagination.
Can the reader wonder, therefore, that after spending
those ten days at Neyyoor I felt so urgent a call to do what
I could to relieve it ? At any rate, I decided, without
hesitation, that this should be my life's work. In fact,
I have often told my friends that if I had not then gone
to India at the call of suffering I should never have dared
to look God in the face, nor to say prayers to Him again.
Nobody who saw such need and neglected to relieve it
could call himself either a Christian or a sportsman. I
take no credit for taking this decision, and deserve none.
I simply felt that my job lay in Neyyoor, and that there
was no getting out of it. But I knew that there would be a
wrench to come, when once I got back to London and
concerts and picture-exhibitions and all the jolly things of
Town. Then there was to be a parting with my home in
Westmorland and the Lakeland fells, every summit of
which was dear to me ; with my family whom I loved so
intensely; with Europe, where are the Alps and the
Dolomites and a thousand other delights. That wrench
had got to be faced, and a discovery I made when I reached
London made the facing of it no easier. I found that
my Hospital (University College) had given me a position
on its surgical staff, which meant that the front door to
eminence in my chosen profession had been opened.
I could see that the wrench was going to beat rne if I
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